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DETAILED ACTION 

Amendment received 12/08/08 was entered into the record. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "common axis" of 
claim 6 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter 
should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
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the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The claim recites "at the same time in addition..." It is unclear 
what this means and what occurrences are at the same time. The shutter is switched to 
an open state to use a force of the second roller at the same time as what? The portion 
of the claim seems to be missing words crucial to understand the intended limitation. 
As no other time or occurrence was clearly listed the examiner is unable to treat the 
limitation to be synchronous with anything. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
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Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Takatoshi et al. US 5,755,434. Takatoshi et al discloses a bottom removal type paper 
supply apparatus having: 

a paper support base (2) on which paper is stacked located at a bottom part of 
the bottom removal type paper supply apparatus; 

force applying means (40) for applying pressure on the paper stacked on the 
paper support base; 

a first pickup roller (51 ) provided at an end portion of the paper stacked on the 
paper support base, on a side toward a body of the bottom removal type paper supply 
apparatus and which picks a paper sheet from the paper stacked on the paper support 
base from the bottom and transports the paper sheet into the bottom removal type 
paper supply apparatus; 

a second pickup roller (21 ) provided at a central portion of the paper stacked on 
the paper support base, and selectively assisting the first pickup roller to transport the 
paper sheet into the bottom removal type paper supply apparatus; and 

a shutter (including 60) switchable between an open state in which the paper is in 
contact with the second pickup roller, and a closed state in which the shutter prevents 
contact between the paper and the second pickup roller, the shutter being provided on 
the second pickup roller (Column 5, lines 13-40), wherein 

the shutter may be switched in the open state to use a paper transport force of 
the second pickup roller in addition to a paper transport force of the first pickup roller 
only when a prescribed weight or a prescribed number of sheets of paper are stacked 
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on the paper support base, and the shutter may be switched in a closed state otherwise, 
to use only the paper transport force of the first pickup roller. 

The pressure applied to the paper by the force applying means can be adjusted, 
including as explained from column 3, line 64 to column 4, line 28. 

The shutter may be switched between the open and closed states based on 
sensing the stack weight or a pickup miss of the first pickup roller. 

The shutter and the second pick-up roller have a common axis (for example 
parallel with (2) in Figure 10), the shutter has at least one first portion (the bottom of 
(60) in Figure 10) which extends to a larger distance from the axis than the pick-up 
roller, and at least one second portion (the top portion in Figure 10) which extends to a 
smaller distance from the axis than the same part of the pick-up roller (near the bottom 
of (60) in Figure 10). The at least one second portion is in contact with the paper 
stacked on the paper support base when the shutter is closed. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/08/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argued that feeding roller 51 of Takatoshi is not provided at an 
end portion of the paper stacked on the paper support base and that the roller is not in 
contact with the stacked bank notes. Applicant is directed to Figure 10 for example that 
illustrates the location precisely as claimed. As seen in the Figure the roller is in fact in 
contact with the stacked media and therefore may provide the features as listed in claim 
1 . It should also be noted that no such contact was actually claimed. Applicant further 
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asserted that roller 21 of Takatoshi can not correspond to the second pickup roller for 
the same reason that the roller 51 does not contact a sheet on its own. As illustrated in 
Figure 10 the roller does in fact contact a sheet on the stack. Furthermore, it should be 
noted as the alternate scenario of 'either less than or equal to a prescribed weight or 
number of sheets are stacked' is the condition within which the argued portion of the 
claim occurs, were that scenario not to happen the limitations listed within are moot and 
can not be argued as providing patently distinct subject matter. 

Applicant argued that stopper 60 of Takatoshi does not anticipate the shutter as 
claimed in claim 1. Applicant lists a scenario in which is mentioned a desired use of the 
shutter. In response, a claim containing a "recitation with respect to the manner in 
which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate the 
claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus" if the prior art apparatus teaches all the 
structural limitations of the claim. See MPEP 21 14. As the recited structure of the 
shutter is disclosed by Takatoshi, the rejection is considered proper. Similarly 
applicant's has argued that recited portions of claims 2-4 provide additional features. 
The Examiner notes that no additional structure is provided rather desirable scenarios 
or intended use of the structure is described. This is not sufficient to distinguish the 
claimed apparatus. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HOWARD SANDERS whose telephone number is 
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(571)270-3096. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri, 7:15 AM - 4:45 
PM EST, Alt. Fri off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey can be reached on (571) 272-6916. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Patrick H. Mackey/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3653 

/H. SV 

Examiner, Art Unit 3653 



